Explanatory Information for Descendents of Richard Gilpin and Mary Bortree Chart 


There are a large number of Gilpins and for those that are related to the Gilpins in the northeast corner of Pennsylvania, particularly Wayne and Pike Counties; this information has been created to aid them in researching their genealogy and understand how they fit in.


In 1927 a group called the Gilpin Family Reunion created a chart showing the descendents of Richard Gilpin and his wife Mary Bortree.  Note the introduction shows his wife as Sarah but the chart entry and other records give her name as Mary.  The original chart is printed on five oversize sheets of paper which precludes scanning them.  Other than the names of the descendents and their spouses and children arranged in generations the only information given is an indication of those that had deceased, by 1927.  There are no other dates, locations or other helpful clues provided.  The chart contains 1,135 names of individuals who were descendents of these two people in the period of 1809-1927.  Hopefully this list can be updated to include the last 80 years to bring it up to date.  Because the originals could not be effectively scanned or copied I undertook the task of entering the data into a genealogy program and have produced a descendents chart and an alphabetical listing of the descendents.
Following is a transcript of the introductory remarks printed on the first sheet of the listing of the descendents of Richard Gilpin and Sarah Bortree.  A scanned copy of this introduction is viewable on line posted on the Gilpin website created by Nelda Percival the link is: http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~bonsteinandgilpin/gdocs/ire/gb.htm

Nelda Percival’s genealogy website has a section devoted to the Gilpin surname and trying to determine how the various branches are related.  The link is:  http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~bonsteinandgilpin/index.htm
In addition she hosts the Gilpin yDNA Surname Project.  If you are a male Gilpin consider getting your DNA tested the link is:

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~bonsteinandgilpin/dna/dna.htm
Another helpful site for the Pocono Gilpins is the Greene-Dreher Historical Society.  The link is: http://www.greenehs.org/
Genealogy of The Richard Gilpin Family


Compiled by P. Bennett Gilpin with the assistance of Perry B. Gilpin, Lydia Gilpin, Irene Hazelton Smith, Lydia Bortree and Anna Posten Gilpin.


The Gilpin Family originated from Richard DeGuylpyn, a Norman who came from France during the conquest of William the Conqueror.  During the reign of King John the Baron of Kendal gave Richard DeGuylpyn the Manor of Kentmere for his achievement of slaying a wild boar which annoyed the forests of Westmoreland and Cumberland.  From this deed is taken the family crest.  Kentmere Hall, near Staveley remained in the family for twelve generations but was lost during the Civil Wars of the reign of Charles 1, when it is thought our ancestor left England and went to Armagh County in Northern Ireland.  There is a record in the Index to Perogative Wills of Ireland by Vicar of the will of John Gilpin, probated 1734 giving his address as Whitehaven, Cumberland County, England where the second family estate, Scaleby Castle was located being built about 1120 in the reign of Henry 1.

There is no available record of the Gilpin’s residence in Ireland until Richard Gilpin and his wife Sarah Bortree, with seven children (an elder married daughter remaining who came over later) started for Wayne County in 1809 arriving in New York after a tedious voyage of several weeks in a sailing packet.  Richard, having a brother-in-law, John Boretree who had settled in Wayne County, Pennsylvania, a few years before, made this his destination but was delayed by the winter snows remaining in Cherry Valley until spring when he joined his brother-in-law, buying 400 acres of land, commencing to clear it and build a house.  His family is given as the second generation in this genealogy.

Approved by the present officers of the Gilpin Family Reunion as an authentic and correct record.


(Signed)Thomas H. Gilpin, President.


Richard D. Gilpin, Vice President.


P. Bennett Gilpin, Secretary.



John R. Gilpin, Treasurer.


The purpose of this simple genealogy is to preserve for future generations our family history which became almost obliterated with the passing of time, to give us a pride in the pioneers of our family and to give us a basis for the forming of the Gilpin Family Reunion.


This genealogy is especially dedicated to my father, Perry B. Gilpin in consideration of his work and interest in helping to establish the Annual Reunion of the Gilpin Family.

P. Bennett Gilpin

South Sterling, Pa.,
February 15, 1927

Bibliography:

Memorial of the Gilpin Family in England by Henry D. Gilpin.

Index to Perogative Wills of Ireland (1536-1810) by Vicars and Ulster.

Index to Irish Wills Volume IV. By G. Thrift.

The Gilpin Family from Richard DeGuylpyn in 1206 in a line to Joseph Gilpin, the emigrant to America by J. Painter.

Gilpin Memoirs by Rev. W. Gilpin.

The Gilpin Ancestry by A.R. Justice (Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Bibliography Vol. 1. April 1926.)

